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It is better to light one candle than to curse the darkness.

2009 SPAN students bound  
for E.U. and Greece
Recruitment is underway for students eager to travel to Greece or 
within the European Union this coming summer as a participant 
in the Student Project for Amity among Nations (SPAN) program. 
Applications are available online at: www.spanalumni.org.

Please note that whenever this symbol  appears within the 
newsletter, the reader will ýnd more to read on the SPAN Web site. 

Argentina

A mix of both 
European and  
indigenous tradi-
tions, Argentine 
culture is as varied 
as the country’s 
landscape. Like 
many of the “newly 
settled” countries 
of North and South America, Argentina is considered a nation 
of immigrants and the food, music, and architecture reþects this. 
Though the country is home to four distinct environments (fertile 
plains, þat and rolling oil rich plateaus, subtropical þats, and tow-
ering mountains) most of the population dwells in urban centers.  

Led by Doctoral Candidate Pamina Firchow, this year’s students 
began their journey in one of the world’s major cities: Buenos 
Aires. Often considered Argentina’s cultural capital, the students 
were able to sample many pieces of Argentine life by studying 
diverse topics such as microýnance, legal reforms, ecology and 
drug epidemics. Also on the agenda was a side trip to Uruguay, 
Argentina’s neighbor to the east.
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A postcard from Argentina

By Bobby Goldaris, Argentina ‘08
 
Getting to be a part of history in the making  
here is an incredible experience. Last week  
there were massive protests regarding the 
attempt to impose much higher taxes on the 
nation’s farmers.

I went to the rally for the farmers where there 

Postcard from Argentina continues on Page 5

2008 SPANners, advisor, host, and friends in Argentina
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A WORD FROM the EXeCutiVe DiReCtOR
Theofanis G. Stavrou
Professor of History, University of Minnesota 
Executive Director, Minnesota SPAN Association 

As many of you have heard me say over the years, good 
fortune brought me in contact with the Student Project 
for Amity among Nations (SPAN) as soon as I set foot on 
the University of Minnesota campus in December, 1960. 
I have watched with admiration the impact the program 
has had on the lives of students who participated in it: the 
students’ horizons broadened, and, in a most meaningful 
way, they all embarked upon a journey of becoming 
citizens of the world. 

My own appreciation of international and global issues 
improved because of my association with SPAN as 
an adviser to several groups to Greece and as the 
administrative ofýcial serving as a liaison person 
between the program and the University of Minnesota. 
Many SPANners have become lifelong friends, and I 
count SPANners among the best students, graduate and 
undergraduate, I have had. Watching them make the 
transition from students to professionals in a variety of 
ýelds has been most satisfying and rewarding for me, to 
say the least. And I have encountered them in all kinds of 
professions and in different parts of the globe. 

As the Executive Director of SPAN, a student-run 
organization, I believe no student should be deprived of a 
study abroad experience because of a lack of funding. 
To this end, we have sought to set up a number of 
endowed scholarships, some of which are named in 
honor of former SPANners. Thanks to the existence of 
such scholarships and the active participation of our 
students and alumni in the operation of the program, 
SPAN continues to be the most cost efýcient study abroad 
program anywhere in the United States. This is a tradition 
of which we are proud and which we want to perpetuate. 

I am particularly honored to pay tribute to a distinguished 
SPAN alumnus and adviser, John Scanlan, who died in 
November 2007. He was a professional diplomat, who 
carried the tradition of SPAN in the best sense of the 
word wherever he served as a representative of the United 
States. I remember running into him in the church of 
St. Sophia in Kiev during the summer of 1968. At that 
time he told me how decisive his participation in SPAN 
had been for his chosen career in the diplomatic service. 
He maintained a strong interest in the life and health of 
SPAN. It was therefore with special satisfaction that in 

1964 he received a group of SPAN students to Warsaw, 
Poland, where he was serving in the cultural affairs 
section of the U.S. Embassy. As he wrote in a letter 
dated October 23, 1964, “It is with great pleasure that I 
write to inform you of the good impression the Polish 
SPANners left upon all who had anything to do with 
them. I’ve heard nothing but praise from the Poles with 
whom they had contact, both in terms of their behavior 
in Poland and in terms of the serious preparation which 
was evident from their comments and observations. 
They did a good job as serious undergraduate scholars 
and as sensitive, sensible and human representatives of 
American collegiate society abroad.”  

John Scanlan reiterated his admiration for SPAN in 
another letter written from Yugoslavia where this time 
he was serving as U.S. ambassador. “Many factors 
inþuence oneôs choice of a profession, and indeed oneôs 
chances of success in his chosen profession. As I reþect 
upon my own diplomatic career of the past 30 years, I am 
convinced that without my SPAN experience I probably 
would not have had the inspiration to seek entry via the 
Foreign Service examination into a diplomatic career 
nor the conýdence to pursue that career as effectively as 
I have.” Interestingly, John Scanlan had served as SPAN 
adviser to Yugoslavia in 1955.

The SPAN ýles are ýlled with testimonials attesting to 
the impact of SPAN on lives and careers. We are proud 
to claim Ambassador Scanlan as one of our alumni and 
we are happy to announce that we are honoring his 
association with SPAN and his memory by establishing 
a special scholarship named after him. The John D. 
Scanlan SPAN Memorial Scholarship has been set up 
by colleagues and friends of a SPAN alumnus who 
throughout his life sought to light a candle instead of cursing 
the darkness. Please feel free to contact the SPAN ofýce 
about more information for this particular scholarship, 
or for any other questions you may have about the 
SPAN program. This is your program, after all. 

SPAN continues to qualify as the single most 
meaningful intellectual and social experience I have 
enjoyed in my nearly ýve decades of teaching at the 
University of Minnesota. Indeed, I cannot imagine 
my life without SPAN. I want to thank all our alumni 
and community friends for faithfully supporting this 
program through the years so that we may continue to 
make study abroad possible to worthy students. 
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Sustainability and SPAN 
By Susan Wiese and Shama Chopp, development coordinators

Fiscal year 2008 got off to a solid start on the ýrst day of June, after FY2007 ended 
on a high note. Now, months later, even with turbulence in the global ýnancial 
markets, there is some room for optimism thanks to the ongoing generosity of 
SPAN alumni and friends. The 60th anniversary celebration of Student Project 
for Amity among Nations (October, 2007) may have marked the beginnings of a 
turning point, ýscally, for our shoestring organization. At last, we as an organization 
have somewhat of a ýnancial cushion to fall back on if donations to SPAN cannot 
meet our annual operational expenses. 

Over the past decade, the operating expenses of SPAN have remained relatively the 
same at approximately $30,000 per year. However, what is noteworthy is that in 
this time we have managed to:

Å 	 increase scholarship monies by 50 percent over the past ýve years
Å	  maintain two part-time ofýce staff positions (20 hours/week)
Å 	 create a more rich, robust Web presence
• 	 celebrate 60 years of international education and research 

None of this could have been accomplished without your generous support 
and commitment to the SPAN program. Thank you, again, for contributing so 
steadfastly to an organization in which you deeply believe. On behalf of the 2008 
SPANners, who traveled to Argentina, Bulgaria, and Senegal this past summer we 
sincerely appreciate the contributions from alumni like you. As preparations get 
underway for the 2009 SPAN academic year, we sincerely hope our annual holiday 
appeal for donations and spring Phone-A-Thon will generate the amount of money 
we need to maintain our operations and keep the ýnancial viability of our small 
non-proýt organization intact. 

Thank you, Jan Lysen 

Until now we as an organization have chosen not to publish the names of our 
donors. But, in a departure from policy and with the consent of the donor we wish 
to publicly thank Janis Lysen, Dominican Republic ‘76, of Minneapolis, MN. 
Upon retirement as Vice President of Provider Relations, BlueCross BlueShield of 
Minnesota, Jan generously donated $25,000 to SPAN. 

ñI gave to SPAN thinking about the conýdence my SPAN experience gave me as I 
went on to ýnish college, start work, and then, later on, complete my MBA,ò Jan 
said in an interview. While her work at the Minnesota health insurance company 
was not directly related to her SPAN project (The Agricultural Cooperative 
Movement in the Dominican Republic), Jan maintains that “learning how to plan, 
ýnd resources, analyze a problem, and write a paper are all skills I used in my 
professional career.” 

As a life-long learner, Jan continues to build upon the educational foundation SPAN 
provided for her. In her newest academic pursuit, Jan is enrolled in the Master of 
Public Affairs program at the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey Institute where 
she is studying transportation and land use.

Charitable giving
Charitable giving provides 
an avenue for each of us to 
have an impact or, perhaps, 
to create a legacy consistent 
with our values and interests. 

Each year more and more 
SPANners are supporting the 
program with cash gifts. 

The generosity of the SPAN 
community is a testimony 
to the importance of the 
opportunity to go abroad as a 
student and conduct research. 
 
Several former SPANners 
or their families have 
transformed their 
appreciation of SPAN into 
continued support for the 
program through funding a 
scholarship or creating an 
endowment.

If this kind of legacy is 
something that you would 
like to explore, please contact 
Professor Theofanis G. 
Stavrou, Executive Director, 
at 612-624-5734.
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Bulgaria

Bulgaria is a true mix of past and present. 
Though completely modernized, the 
country retains its language and alphabet 
from the year 632. Visitors also witness 
an art and music scene that blends the 
traditional and ancient with the modern. 
Because Bulgaria lies in the heart of the 
Balkans, which were considered a place 
where East met West, it was a popular 
trade hub in the middle ages, giving 
the country great inþuence over much 
of Eastern Europe. Bulgaria is home 
to Black Sea beaches, snow covered 
mountain peaks, and fertile plains. 

Professor Plamen Miltenoff Ph.D., from 
St. Cloud State University, is advising 
this year’s students. These students 
were introduced to Bulgaria through 
the capital, Soýa. After becoming more 
familiar with the country, they went 
on to study the effects of the European 
Union on Bulgarian cultural identity and 
the punk movement in Bulgaria. 

Senegal

Students traveling to Senegal this year 
were once again advised by University 
of Minnesota Professor Victoria Coif-
man Ph.D. Professor Coifman returns to 
SPAN after leading the group to Senegal 
in 2006. Senegal’s history dates back to 
prehistoric times and its political and cul-
tural history are rich all the way up to the 
present. Today, Senegal has more than 80 
political parties. Currently a democracy, 
the country is one of the most successful 
post-colonial transitions in Africa. 

After landing in Dakar, a city of nearly 
two million residents, many of the stu-
dents went on to stay in apartments or at 
the homes of Senegalese families. From 
here they continued their research about 
various social and health-related topics 
including conþict resolution, Islam and 
Senegal’s political stability, malaria pre-
vention, and Streptococcus B infection. 

Postcard from Lac Rose, Senegal 

By Armin Jewell, Senegal ‘08

Our plan for today was traveling north and east to go ýrst to a world-
renowned church service, and then to Lac Rose. On the ride over, I 
was struck most by how desolate the countryside is, just a few trees 
and no grass. We arrived at the church, and it was magniýcent. In the 
middle of all the bareness it was green and lush. Inside, the church was 
intricately painted, and there were monks getting ready for the service. 
After the service we continued on to Lac Rose. 

We arrived at one end of the lake and walked out only to ýnd piles 
of rock salt. Lac Rose is one of the major sources of salt exported 
throughout Africa and to Europe, and has been for over 100 years. Ten 
times saltier than the ocean, it has worn away at the rocks underneath 
to give a pinkish tint to the lake when the sun is up high. Overall I am 
really enjoying my stay in Senegal, and am looking forward to really 
enjoying my research from what I’ve seen so far. 

Postcard from Varna, Bulgaria 

By Jess Wenstrom, Bulgaria ‘08

I arrived at Varna at 7 a.m. having gotten maybe one hour of sleep. The 
men there wear huge chains around their necks and hold themselves 
with powerful stances. They own all of the nightclubs and have 
designed them to be moneymaking machines. Each club plays its 
music at top volume, all Chalga music (a synthesis of Bulgarian and 
pop music always sung by beautiful half-naked women - one of the 
worst musical forms I’ve ever heard and in Bulgaria, it is everywhere). 
When walking down the road, it sounds like each club is trying to 
overpower the volume of the one next door and all that can be heard is 
a dozen competing bass lines and melodies. 

When I returned to the hostel Iôd been staying at in Soýa, all of my 
friends were crowded around eager to see me! It didn’t take long for 
me to remember why I believe that the Art Hostel in Soýa is the single 
best place in the whole world. 

Professor Coifman, Ph.D., left, and members of the 2008 Senegal SPAN group
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were over 200,000 people. There, I climbed up a fence and held onto the 
wrought iron bars for a good hour to gain a vantage point of the demonstration. 
Staying up that night to watch the vote, it went until 0430 and when it was all 
over, there were celebrations. 

I’m sitting in on trials, and my whole project here has become more interesting 
as my Spanish has improved. I’ve got a good grasp of the situation at hand 
during the proceedings. At the end of some of these trials, I eat lunch down in 
the holding cell area with the jailers. It’s a good look at the hospitality I have 
received here as an American student.

SPAN alumni featured as speakers 
Four SPANners to Greece were back on campus at the University of 
Minnesota in September to speak at a workshop on “The Mediterranean and 
Its Seas.” This workshop is co-organized with the University of Athens and 
addressed political, cultural and economic interactions. The SPANners, and 
their presentation topics were:

James Tabor, Greece ‘97, (Minneapolis) The Mediterranean in the Creative 
Imagination of a Russian Diplomat

Gregory Bruess, Greece ’82, (University of Northern Iowa) Subjects of 
Empires/Servants of God: Religious Communities of the Black Sea Region

John Mazis, Greece ’95, (Hamline University) Ion Dragoumis and the Idea of 
an Eastern Federation: An Alternative to the Megali Idea and the Destruction 
of the Ottoman Empire

Stephen Batalden, Greece ’64, (Arizona State University) Armenian Church 
Divisions: An Introduction to the Other Eastern Churches of the Eastern 
Mediterranean

Pictured from left are: Stephen Batalden, professor of history, Arizona State University; 
SPAN Executive Director Theofanis G. Stavrou, professor of history, University of 
Minnesota; John Mazis, professor of history, Hamline University; Kim Munholland, 
emeritus professor of history, University of Minnesota, SPAN supporter, and father of 
SPANner Christopher Munholland, Greece ‘83; and Greg Bruess, professor 
of history, University of Northern Iowa

On August 20, 2008, the Star-
Tribune newspaper featured an 
article on Bruce Laingen, who 
as a SPAN student traveled to 
Sweden in 1947. 

Laingen recently donated some 
of his most treasured possessions 
to the Minnesota History Center. 

Bruce was the senior American 
ofýcial when he and 51 other 
Americans were held hostage 
at the U.S. embassy in Tehran 
for 444 days, from November 4, 
1979, to January 20, 1981. 

Among the items that he donated 
were the grey sport jacket he 
wore during his time as a hostage 
and a wooden box containing 
the þag that President Reagan 
presented to him on the South 
Lawn of the White House. These 
items will be included in an 
exhibit on “Minnesota’s Greatest 
Generation.”  

Laingen graduated from St. 
Olaf College and went on to 
receive an M.A. in International 
Relations from the University of 
Minnesota. He served in the 
U. S. Navy before joining the 
U. S. Foreign Service.

IN THE NEWS

Postcard from Argentina/ from Page 1
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By Charlaine Tolkien, Uganda ‘67

The SPAN program provides scholarships to help ensure that 
no student is deprived of the opportunity to study abroad 
because of funding. 

My own trip to Uganda in 1967 would not have been possible 
without my SPAN scholarship. My father had died in 1962, 
leaving very little insurance or savings. Everyone in my family 
got a job, and my mother sacriýced to ensure I could realize my 
dream of studying overseas. But it was the scholarship from 
SPAN that made the experience a reality. Many SPANners have 
similar stories and share in my gratitude for the scholarship help.

Financial realities for today’s college students 

Since 1967 the cost of a college education has risen 
substantially. Student aid can help cover some of the cost of 
attending college, but this aid is not keeping pace with rising 
costs. Students and parents have to borrow more than ever 
before. Without adequate federal grants, students and their 
parents must rely more on student loans to ýnance their college 
educations. More than 60 percent of undergraduates at four-
year colleges have to take out loans, and the average amount of 
federal student loan debt upon graduation has increased from 
approximately $7,650 in 1992-93 to $17,400 in 2003-04.

Also, most students have to work over 30 hours per week. For 
todayôs students, the decision to study overseas is inþuenced 
not only by the cost of the study program but also the lost 
income from not working during their time abroad. 

Here are the tuition numbers to give you an idea of the ýnancial 
picture for students today.

Annual tuition and fees 2007-08* excluding room and board
St. Cloud State University	 $ 5,948
U of M – Twin Cities	 $10,084
Augsburg College	 $24,539
University of St. Thomas	 $24,661

Source: *Minnesota Ofýce of Higher Educationôs Tuition and Fees 
Chart, 2007-08

The realities for today’s college student could deter many of 
them from considering international study; the SPAN program 
does “light a candle” with its scholarships and make that 
opportunity possible.  

As the cost of college tuition and international 
study continues to rise, so, too, have the number 
and amount of scholarships disbursed by SPAN 
to students from all Minnesota colleges and 
universities. (More than $25,000 in summer 2007, 
and $21,800 in summer 2008.) Over the past 
year and a half, four new scholarships have been 
presented.

The scholarships are named for the former 
SPANner(s) who has supported and/or has 
pledged to continue supporting the international 
travel and research projects of the next generation 
of students. You can read about the 2008 recipients 
elsewhere in this newsletter. The new scholarships 
are as follows: 

Joanne Buggey, Ph.D., Scotland ‘59, who 
devoted her professional career to elementary 
education and the training of new teachers 

Dean Lund, Sweden ‘50, and Janet Lund 
England ‘50 who have been tirelessly involved 
in their support of SPAN, both on behalf of 
fundraising and active participation on SPAN’s 
executive board
 
Kenneth Norquist, Sweden ‘47, one of the 
founding members of the Student Project for 
Amity among Nations 

Kathryn M. Sederberg, Morocco ‘62, deceased, 
who explored daily news coverage in Morocco 
and later formed her own public relations ýrm 
and continued to travel widely

Over the past six decades, SPAN has not lost sight 
of its mission to offer students an opportunity to:

• 	conduct in-depth research on a self-chosen 		
	 topic
• 	earn eight upper-level credits
• 	gain an international perspective
• 	get a world away

Thank you for enabling us to “grow” our 
organization’s capacity to meet our mission, both 
now and in the future.

College tuition and affordability  
of the SPAN experience

Scholarships increase 
in number and size
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Other scholarships given 
to 2008 SPANners

The Student Project for Amity among 
Nations (SPAN) is fortunate to be able 
to help make international study more 
affordable by creating scholarship 
programs through the generosity of 
SPAN alumni and their families. 

In addition to the new scholarship 
programs described elsewhere in the 
newsletter, 2008 SPANners were 
awarded the following scholarships: 
	
Kathryn M. Sederberg Scholarship	

Recipients: Robert Goldaris, 
Matthew Manowski, Amy McGarrity, 
Antoni Tang, Jessica Wenstrom, Ryan 
Gonzalez

	
Anne E. Hammill Scholarship 
	 Recipient: Peter Westlake
	
Judee J. Kleffman Scholarship	
	 Recipients: Armin Jewell and Ryan 		
	 Gonzalez
	
Inez Wangaard Scholarship	  
	 Recipient: Jennifer Antonides
	
Theo and Freda Stavrou All SPAN 
Scholarship	
	 Recipient: Ryan Gonzales
	
John D. Lindstrom Scholarship	  
	 Recipient: Jessica Wenstrom and 		
	 Pamela Nesham
	
Stavrou & Condon Scholarship	  
	 Recipient: Pamela Nesham 
	
Ruth Elliff Scholarship	

Recipents: Jennifer Antonides, 
Robert Goldaris, Matthew 
Manowski, Amy McGarrity, Antoni 
Tang, Peter Westlake, Pamela 
Nesham, Jessica Wenstrom, Ryan 
Gonzales, Oluyemi Ige, Armin 
Jewell, Mike Nylund, Scott Young

 

JoAnne Buggey scholarship introduced
This past spring, the JoAnne Buggey 
scholarship was introduced for the 
beneýt of SPAN students. The ýrst 
recipients of the scholarship are 
Jennifer Antonides, Argentina ‘08, and 
Michael Nyland, Senegal ‘08.

The scholarship has been created in 
honor of JoAnne Buggey, Ph.D., a 
SPANner to Scotland in 1959. Her 
research involved the analysis of 
reading programs in the primary 

schools of Scotland. This interest in education has been the focus of 
Professor Buggey’s professional career. Before retiring, she was a 
faculty member in the College of Education and Human Development 
of the University of Minnesota for 31 years. Professor Buggey devoted 
her life to elementary education and the training of new educators.

This scholarship is intended for deserving students who demonstrate 
determination and the strong desire to conduct international research 
outside the United States through participation in the SPAN program. 

Lund scholarship announced in 2007
The Dean and Janet Lund All-SPAN Commemorative Scholarship 
Fund was announced at the sixtieth anniversary banquet in 2007. 
According to Dean and Janet, their intention for this fund is to ñbeneýt 
SPANners who might otherwise not be able to muster the necessary 
ýnancial resources to participate in the SPAN program.ò They have 
established a donor-advised fund through a charitable endowment 
program. This type of fund allows donors to make irrevocable 
contributions of cash, securities or mutual fund shares, and then 
recommend IRS qualiýed public charities for grants. 

Dean was a SPANner to Sweden in 1950 and studied the cooperative 
movement. His career included working in government and health care 
and also serving as Executive Director of the League of Minnesota 
Cities. From 1964-66, he and Janet were in Tanzania working with the 
Ford Foundation. 

Janet (Thomas) went to England with SPAN, also in 1950, and studied 
formation of political policy by the conservative party. She worked 
for the CIA in Washington, D.C., and spent many years working for 
the Minnesota Legislature, including serving as Executive Director of 
Joint Services. 

The Lund scholarship was given to Scott Young, Senegal ’08.
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Before becoming 
a 2007 SPANner 
to New Zealand, I 
realized that what 
my traditional 
educational was 
lacking was 
available through 
SPAN. 

After several 
semesters of being 
in classrooms 
where everything 
is theoretical and 

students aren’t always held accountable for what 
they’re learning, I was ready to take ownership of my 
academic experience and delve into a project of my 
own.

Studying ecotourism in New Zealand and Fiji was a 
life-changing experience. I was ýnally required to dig 
in and physically connect with what I was learning. My 
journey as a SPANner didn’t end there. In January 2008 
my research sent me to India where my commitment to 
public service and policy was completely revived. 

When I started as SPANôs program coordinator in 
February 2008 I was ready to apply all of the skills 
that I learned as a SPAN student toward helping other 
students have an equally engaging and successful 
experience. My excitement for study abroad is trumped 
only by my passion for quality educational experiences; 
both come together in my new role as program 
coordinator. 

I am motivated to seek out students who are looking 
for more from their education. I am excited to help 
introduce them to the SPAN program through SPAN 
Days, ofýce hours and meetings of the SPAN Executive 
Board.

Over a summer ago, 
at 2:35 pm, May 26, 
2007, 35-minutes past 
the promised time of 
departure, I left the 
Liossion bus terminal in 
Athens, Greece. I was 
bound for the island town 
of Prokopi and the Festival 
of St. John the Russian.

When I went to Greece 
with SPAN I didn’t realize 

all the ways in which I would be affected. Through 
the experience I developed a better ability to deal with 
everyday adversity, from homesickness and long þights 
to unmarked trains and misplaced side streets. In the few 
months before I left the U.S. I learned as much Greek 
as I was able to learn. As I lived in Greece, I learned the 
Greek words and phrases that proved to be most useful. 
Today, after my SPAN experience, even my handwriting 
has changed, inþuenced by the characteristics of the 
Greek alphabet.

Initially I didn’t plan to go to Greece. My B.A. degree 
completed last year at the University of Minnesota is 
in Eastern European history. SPAN offered unexpected 
opportunities to use this background. On a sponsored 
trip to Cyprus I saw signs in Cyrillic, illustrating the 
impact of the Russian presence on the island. I spoke 
to Serbian vacationers in Athens. I departed for home, 
not from Greece’s Venizelos airport, but from Croatia’s 
Zagreb air terminal. 

During my time in Greece, Cyprus, Italy and Croatia, 
many people helped me immeasurably. Prominent 
among these were Denise Harvey, Vincent Rossi, and 
Nick Rossi, who were there to meet me at that bus 
stop in Prokopi. They, my advisor Professor Theofanis 
Stavrou, and many others made the time I spent as a 
SPANner a time that I will always value.

Because of my SPAN experience, I have joined the 
SPAN staff in the capacity of development coordinator. 
Please contact me for matters concerning ýnances, 
including scholarships and fundraising.

Meet the new SPAN office staff
Katherine Goertz, development coordinator Jessica Powers, program coordinator
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Shama Chopp and Jamie Larson 
leave SPAN staff for new horizons
Out-going SPAN development coordinator, Shama 
Chopp (pictured at left above) has moved to Rochester, 
MN, and is pursuing a two-year degree in nursing with 
plans to complete a four-year degree in the future. A 
former SPANner to India, 2005, Shama graduated from 
the University of Minnesota in spring, 2007 earning an 
undergraduate degree in anthropology. 

She is currently employed as a registered nursing 
assistant at Samaritan Bethany Heights, a rehabilitation 
facility and residential home for seniors located in 
northwest Rochester.

Meantime, Jamie B. Larson, India 2005, (pictured 
at right) has returned to her SPAN host country. 
Following employment with the Minnesota Department 
of Education, Jamie has chosen to return to India to 
work with a womens’ advocacy group based in New 
Delhi. We hope to hear more about Jamieôs more recent 
adventure. 

2008 Bon Voyage banquet 
By Katherine Goertz, Greece ‘07

On April 12, the 2008 Bon Voyage Banquet brought 
together SPANners bound for Argentina, Bulgaria, 
and Senegal. The SPANners’ family members also 
attended along with representatives from SPAN’s 
early days when the undergraduate research program 
was just getting off the ground. 

Professor JoAnne Buggey delivered the keynote 
address for the evening. Buggey traveled to Scotland 
in l959 to explore reading programs in primary 
schools. The former SPANner turned University of 
Minnesota faculty member was dressed in formal 
wear sewn by Buggey’s mother. 

“My mother wanted me to create a good impression so 
she made me this blouse which I’ve kept over all these 
years,” said Buggey. In addressing the 2008 students, 
the long-time teacher adapted some of her educational 
materials to the evening’s presentation. 

Using super-sized, cut-out cardboard letters of the 
acronym of SPAN, Buggey traced the mission of 
the SPAN program and assigned her own personal 
importance and experience to the letters in the 
following manner: 

	 S — SPAN and Scotland
	 P — Participate
	 A — Ambassador
	 N — Nice

As is the tradition at the Bon Voyage Banquet, 
the departing students provided the remaining 
entertainment for the evening. The Argentina 
group presented a dramatic creation of Argentina’s 
complicated political history. Those who traveled to 
Senegal read from two Senegalese literary works. The 
ýrst was an excerpt from ñAmbiguous Adventures” 
written by Cheik Hamidou Kane.

 Two other members of the group performed a 
poem in both French and English composed by 
Leopold Senghor, the ýrst president of the country. 
The selection for the Bulgarian group was also 
multilingual; the group in both Bulgarian and English 
performed the poem “Hadzi Dimitar.”

Prousis was speaker for  
John Cunningham Lecture

On November 7, 2008, Theophilus Prousis, Greece 
‘77, was this year’s guest speaker for The Fourteenth 
Annual John Cunningham Lecture at the University 
of Minnesota. His topic was “Eastern Orthodoxy 
under Siege in the Ottoman Levant: The View from 
Constantinople in 1821.” Prousis is a Professor of 
History at the University of North Florida. 
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1947 England — Helen Schetter Connolly wrote a 
delightful note about the group’s experience getting to 
England via Greyhound bus to New York and then by 
ship. She and her late husband spent four sabbaticals 
living in Europe. 

1947 Spain — Norma DeRubeis Rusch continued her 
travel to Spain over the years by serving as coordinator 
for a student exchange program in Spain for 20 years. 
She received a number of honors including being granted 
the title of Dame de la Orden de Isabel la Catolica 
by King Juan Carlos. She is retired after teaching 
Spanish for 34 years. Her daughter has authored several 
textbooks for college-level Spanish instruction.

1950 Sweden and 1950 England — Dean and Janet 
(Thomas) Lund had their 50th wedding anniversary 
this year (they actually did not know each other in 
l950 when they were both SPANners, but met later, in 
graduate school). To celebrate, they took their children 
and grandchildren (10 people ranging in age from three 
to 80 years old) to Sweden to visit Dean’s relatives. 
Both his father and mother emigrated to the United 
States, so they have lots of relatives overseas. One 
place in particular they like to visit is the island of Sud 
Kostat. It is situated between Oslo and Sweden. No cars 
are allowed, just lots of bikes and golf carts.

1951 Germany — Rev. Constance Parvey, Ph.D., 
is retired (her last position was as chaplain at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). She has 
enjoyed a vital international life with work that has 
taken her around the world. Connie would love to hear 
from alumni in the Cambridge, Mass., area. Contact the 
SPAN ofýce for Connieôs address. 

1953 Spain and Yugoslavia — Cathleen Sweeney 
Speer and John Speer live in Portsmouth, RI, enjoying 
retirement and staying very active with scholarly and 
community interests. 

1961 Italy — Lucy Ann Vallera Luhan tells us that 
her love for Italy began with the SPAN program. She 
bought an abandoned farmhouse in Tuscany in 1985 
and now runs a B & B and cooking school there. Get a 
glimpse of the B & B at: villaluciaoftuscany.com.

Mary Alyce Yaeger Elwell writes that she is retired and 
an avid hiker, recently hiking in Patagonia and Iceland. 

1966 Ireland  — Vicki Rupp has retired from corporate 
work, moved to California and is president of the 
Environmental Forum of Marin County, a large 
volunteer organization. She has continued her love of 
travel through working on the Carleton Alumni Travel 
committee. Vicki would love to hear from any 1966 
SPANners.

1967 Uganda — All 10 Uganda SPANners came to 
Minnesota from seven different states for a wonderful 
40th reunion last summer. They enjoyed sharing 
memories, photos and great stories from their life-
changing summer abroad. Gail Hughes, Kenric 
Johnson and John Fredell each worked in Africa 
following college. This year, Jeanne Ewy was back in 
Uganda, reporting via email that in many ways nothing 
had changed and yet cell phones are everywhere and 
Kampala is one big trafýc jam. Kenric was in Kenya 
with a volunteer team to drill water wells in January 
2008. See the photos of alumni on Page 11, as well  
as updates from all of them and more photos online at 
 www.spanalumni.org.

1968 Central America — Elaine Benson Moosbrugger 
fell in love with Costa Rica during her SPAN research 
and now owns a coffee farm there. She has retired from 
teaching Spanish and spends about nine months a year 
in her new home on the farm. 

1971 German Democratic Republic — (Previously 
East Germany) Rob Engelson, D.M.A., wrote that he is 
in his 27th year as a professor and is currently Professor 
of Music at Ashford College in Clinton, Iowa. 

1976 Turkey — Georgia Conti wrote that she worked 
for the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation in 2006-07. While there, she was able to see 
214 species of birds, which is quite a feat and makes 
her a member in the “200 Club” (individuals who have 
seen more than 200 species of birds). 

1977 Ireland — William Hickey lives in St. Paul and 
says that he always looks back fondly on his SPAN 
experience. He and his wife, Virginia, have four 
children, one of whom recently studied in Iceland. 

1989 Denmark — Ben Craig writes that his SPAN 

Alumni News continues on Page 11
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